SCENE 1
Camera tracks down a hall towards a frosted glass front door. Kelly opens the door and leads her son, Tom, inside. He is wearing a school uniform. She is on the phone.

 

Kelly

“No, Keesha, no. I told him, I said ‘what? What does that mean? Stand in my house and look at each other like I’m some kind of prick…”

 

She ushers Tom into the lounge and puts him in front of the TV. She walks to the kitchen, still talking.

 

Kelly

“Telling me there’s something wrong with him...”

 

Her voice trails off. She returns.

 

Kelly

“...I love him to death Keesha.”

 

She sets a plate of crappy food in front of Tom and lights a cigarette.

 

Kelly

“Exactly. “ she smokes. “As bad as them fucking teachers.”

 

She walks out. Tom stares at the TV. It is a documentary about lions.

SCENE 3
Tom tucks himself into bed and picks out a comic. The cover is an African landscape. A damaged plane heads toward earth. For a second the image doesn’t look quite right. Tom opens the comic to read. On the cover is an explosion – the plane has crashed.

 

SCENE 4
The front door opens. Kelly leads Tom inside. She is on the phone.

 

Kelly

“What do you mean ‘what’s my card number’ I’m phoning to tell you I just lost my card. You stupid or something?”

 

She ushers Tom into the lounge and puts him in front of the TV. She walks to the kitchen, still talking. The TV doesn’t work. Tom tries to protest but Kelly doesn’t see it. She walks to the kitchen.

 

Kelly

“7 days? How am I supposed to wait 7 days without a card?”

 

She returns with a plate of crappy food for Tom. Tom pulls at her leg.

 

Kelly

“What? No, not you, you wait… no, wait a minute… (to herself) fuck’s sake… (to the phone) “Just shut up and wait.” (to Tom) “WHAT?”


Tom points to the TV. It is broken. Kelly tries pressing buttons. Nothing happens.

 

Kelly

“Shit. Look, just send me the card, yeah? Okay. Yeah bye whatever.”

 

She dials another number. Tom pulls at her leg. 

 

Kelly

“Stop it.”

 

The phone connects.

 

Kelly

“Keesha? The fucking telly’s broken.”

 

SCENE 5
Tom is lying on the floor drawing a picture of a lion. He shows it to Kelly.

 

Kelly

“What about them bits? What’s that?”

 

Tom looks dejected. Kelly’s phone rings.

 

Kelly

“Hello? Yeah who’s this?” She starts to smile. The smile stops.

 

Kelly

“Uh huh. How does it take you three days to call someone back?”

 

Tom goes back to his picture. He finishes the mane. The lion picture starts to swirl to life. Tom smiles. The lion bathes in the bright sunlight of the yellow crayon. He looks happy. He turns to Tom. Tom gives a small wave and makes an over-exaggerated “ssh!” gesture.

 

Kelly

“You reckon? A good one? How much? Yeah do me that. What you mean you can’t? You’re doing it for that or I ain’t speaking to you again.” She smiles and laughs.

 

Kelly

“Tom! Bedtime. Give me a kiss.”

 

Tom kisses her and leaves.

 

Kelly

“So where were we?” 

She laughs like a whore.

 

SCENE 6
Front door opens. Kelly leads Tom inside. She takes Tom upstairs to his room. She opens the door – on his desk is a laptop.

Kelly

“Better than the TV right?”

 

Tom is dumbfounded. This is generous of her - too generous. 

"Now watch one of your DVDs. I got a friend coming over."

And there it is - that's the Kelly that Tom was expecting. Tom sits at his and fires it up. Kelly leaves. Tom searches the internet for pictures of lions. He finds the biggest, fiercest one that he can and sets it as his desktop background. He pulls a fierce face.

 

SCENE 7
Tom walks downstairs for a glass of water. He hears a man in the kitchen. Turning around, he walks back up to his room and goes to bed.

He hears them thunder up the stairs. We hear muffled laughter, giggles. Tom buries his head. They start to have sex. Tom huddles in and covers himself with the covers.
SCENE 8 

The man is leaving the bathroom. He sees Tom standing in the corridor. Tom makes a face.

 

Tom

“RAAAAAAAAARGH!”

 

SCENE 9
Kelly is smoking in bed. She hears the front door shut. Perplexed, she walks to the door, looks out, and sees nothing. She sees Tom’s door is open. She goes to Tom’s room. She opens the door and sees his laptop open at the desk. His bed is empty. She walks further in.

 

Kelly

“Tom? Rob?”

 

Breathing can be heard behind her. It gets heavier. She turns around, and her expression changes to fear. She looks petrified. A deafening roar.

 

SCENE 10 

Tom walks through his neighborhood towards town. He has a bag over his back and is carrying his sketchbook. People stare at him as he goes past.

Tom's room - a solitary shoe lies on the floor. It is Kelly's. A tiny line of blood runs down it.

Back to Tom. People still staring. As he passes a streetlight two shadows are cast – Tom’s, and that of a gigantic lion.

 

